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Conductor’s Notes – Level 2B
Janice Cahill, Conductor


General Comments
We have a fun mix of music, and are going to have a great time playing together!
The more you practice and know your music, the more fun it will be 
· Mark all music with the student and teacher names. 
· Please use only one book on the piano.  When you practice with your partner, decide whose music you will use and transfer any fingerings you need into the “performance book”. 
· Work out page turns carefully, and feel free to leave some notes out.  Make sure to maintain a steady beat while turning the page. 

The Knight’s Mission
· Be prepared to play this at a tempo of 144 per quarter note. 
· Both parts – measure 25 – 28, the dynamics change between mp and f every other measure.  You are volleying the melody back and forth between secondo and primo here.  Make sure to make a lot of contrast between your mp and f, this will be fun!
· Both parts – be very careful to play all staccatos and slurs exactly as written. 
· Both parts – where you have an MF dynamic marking, change it to an MP

Elfish Escapades
	An escapade is a playful or daring adventure!
· We will be playing this at a tempo of 116 per quarter note – make sure to practice this tempo and not the faster tempo marked by the publisher. 
· Nice, light staccatos are very important in the piece – they give it that playful feeling.
· Make much of the accents.  They appear in measures 4, 8 (primo only), 10, 22, and 26.  When you accent something, you draw attention to it, draw attention to these notes. 
· When you take the first ending and repeat measures 1 – 6, make sure to change the dynamic level and play quieter than the first time.

Road to Dublin
	This is a beautiful, flowing, lyrical piece in ¾ meter
· We will be playing this piece at a slower tempo of 120 per quarter note.  Please note this is quite a bit slower than the tempo written on the music, please make this change on your music.
· **Important- we are moving the ritard in m. 31 to m. 33 (the second ending).Please mark this change in your music. It will be a fairly moderate ritard, and I will be conducting this so we will all play it together beautifully.  For now, while practicing, just make sure to do a moderate slowing in that measure, and then resume original tempo (a tempo) in measure 34.
· There is another ritard in the ending, measure 47, we will play that as written and I will conduct that, also. 
· Secondo – you have the damper pedal marked in a few places throughout this piece.  Please make sure to pedal as marked, and lift when indicated. 
· When you have the melody, make much of the cresc. and dim.and shape your phrases beautifully, as if you're singing them!

Sneaky Fox Boogie
	This is a sneaky piece in 4/4 swing! 
· Be prepared to play this piece at a tempo of 126 per quarter note, slightly slower than marked on the music. 
· Make sure to play swing rhythm with all your eighth notes.
· Pay close attention to the mix of slurs and staccatos and play as written
· Go through the piece with your teacher and mark where you have the melody and where you don’t, so you can make the dynamic differences. 
· There is a fermata over the whole note at the end of the piece.  I will conduct this so that we all end together.  Practice holding the whole note at least five counts. 







